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FOLLOWING THE LEGACIES OF PLATO AND KARAMANLIS
My good friend Nicos Anastasiades,

Plato in his “Republic” refers to the ideal organisation and administration of a state and he considers that this could be achieved “if the philosophers were to reign or if the kings would philosophise in a pure and able manner”.

In a republic the elected leaders rule.  The people by their vote bestow upon the leaders the necessary authority and power.  The people also hand over the state to be governed.  In your case, unfortunately, dear Nicos, the state for which the mandate was given is in ruins.  You are the leader who has to activate the Platonic wisdom and in a “pure and able manner” try to reverse the tragedy.

How did we reach this predicament in recent years?  It is a sad story of blunders, vetted in depth by hundreds of analysts.  Those who committed the blunders never had the courage to admit them.

I read once more recently the historic speech on the 7th April 1983 of the then Prime Minister of Greece Constantinos Karamanlis, at the official dinner in Athens in honour of President Spyros Kyprianou.  At that time I was the Foreign Minister of the Republic of Cyprus.  Karamanlis said:

“Since then, unfortunately, many errors were committed to which the crimes of the junta and of Ankara were added.  These errors never came into question, so we started blaming each other and then we all blamed the foreigners.  We tend to forget that the foreigners could never act in an unjust manner towards us if we did not facilitate them through our own errors.  This conclusion may be unpleasant but it is useful.  Because the confession of an error does not cause any harm, as people may believe, on the contrary it is beneficial”.
This is what, we Greeks are, dear Nicos.  We are all infallible.  We have discovered the scapegoat:  The foreigners, as Karamanlis, put it.  Never ourselves.  This is probably the reason why the Pope visited us.  To get to know in person the land wherefrom the doctrine of “infallibility” originates.

I shall address today three subjects, the most important out of those you have inherited:  The economy, the Cyprus problem and natural gas.  I shall be sincere, as I have always been, since the 1960s and 1970s and later on, when I resigned from the post of Foreign Minister (September 1983), then later at the time of the S300 missiles, the United Nations Plan (2002-2004) and on other occasions described in more than 140 articles I have written in the past 10 years.  I do know that my stand is not always politically acceptable, because of lack of populism, but at the end of the day I was always vindicated.

1.  The economy:  In this connection you will have, like a new Hercules, to clear the stalls of the king of Elis, Augeas.  Hercules did it in one day.  You probably have 30 days.  I firmly believe, Nicos, that  you are most suitable for the job.  You have a good team of people working with you, but most importantly you have the necessary prestige and acceptability amongst the decision makers.  

The former president had committed a pivotal error.  He is a communist, which I fully respect.  However one does not attend a top meeting at the Temple of Capitalism in Brussels  to plead for a loan, underlining his communist identity and furthermore calling his lenders “thieves”.  It is as if one stands in the middle of the church on a Good Friday, stating that he is an atheist, asking for money and at the same time calling the people in the congregation “thieves”.  For goodness sake!  It is a matter of common sense!  

The lenders are always hard and ruthless. They want to make sure that the loan will be repaid.  Their terms become much more difficult and unbearable when there are delays and the borrower gets close to default and bankruptcy.  This is what has happened to us.  Our economy was in doldrums last summer but the terms of the Memorandum were still somehow bearable.  We failed to act in time.  On the 17th December 2012 the Ministry of Finance issued a statement that we were close to default  and that we could not pay the salaries of the civil servants.  Today we are in the middle of nowhere.  

Your first duty is to save the country, dear President.  And then you have to lead it to “resurrection”.  This will be a great challenge.  How and with which financial means, which investments, which pioneering ideas, which inspiration, which strength will you cause the almond trees to blossom again on the scorched land?  

It is probable that natural gas will be our strong, very last hope.

2.  The Cyprus problem:  If in the field of the economy we have blundered in the past 5 years, in the field of the Cyprus problem the blunders spread over a period of 50 years.  During all this period some political leaders keep repeating the same rubbish.  Words and words without any real substance, in which nobody is interested.  On Cyprus we live in our own world.  The United Nations, Europe and their representatives have become our “enemies”.  With some very few exceptions we are in continuous confrontation with them.

In the northern part of Cyprus life follows its own rhythms.  They have built their own separate world, with the assistance, the huge investments and the settlers of Turkey, together with the tacit acquiescence of the international community.

You will come across many difficulties on Cyprus dear Nicos, even if you are not to blame for this outcome.  Continuous delays have “killed” the potential for a solution, in the same way in which they “killed” the economy.  The other community is very distant, it has moved beyond the horizon.

It is probable that natural gas will, in this case as well, be our secret, very last hope.

3.  Natural gas:  In 1998, when I first commenced with my team at the Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Tourism, the efforts for the oil and gas reserves, I certainly had the strong vision for the development of the huge wealth which Cyprus might own, but at the same time I was aware of the fact that the “blessing” might turn into “disaster” if we did not use the immense wealth as a tool for the solution of our national problem.  This is why I put forward my relevant proposals in recent years.

Dear President, as stated above, I am of the opinion that natural gas is our secret and last hope both for the economy and for the Cyprus problem as well.  I believe we may negotiate a favourable solution and at the same time utilise the gas as consideration vis-à-vis the Turkish Cypriots, Turkey and Greece.  This is what I suggest in my article “Is there a Win-Win situation?” of the 15th February 2012, which was viewed with interest by many foreign governments.

Turkey is a very dangerous country, which has proven in the past that she almost always implements whatever she threatens to do:  Invasion, 1974 (she was threatening since 1965).  Unilateral declaration of the Turkish Cypriot state, 1983.  S300 missiles, 1998.  Furthermore, we shall be pumping gas until the years 2045-50, which offers Turkey the leeway for her plans.  

If we anticipate that in case of crisis or confrontation  we shall be “saved” by the foreign corporations which have the licences to drill for oil and gas, we are simply grossly mistaken, as we were on other occasions in the past.  The foreign corporations will cooperate with the new boss, in exactly the same way in which hundreds of foreign companies, operate and pay taxes to the regime in the occupied part of Cyprus.  

Dear President, dear Nicos,

Plato himself considers that his “Republic” cannot materialise.  “I do not think it will happen on earth, probably in the skies” he says.  Despite this, dear Nicos, do try, based on the mandate of the people, “with wisdom, purity and effective action” like the “philosophising king” of Plato to achieve what is almost not feasible.  
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